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Remarks/Arguments 

Claims 1-7 and 9-10 are pending in this application, and are rejected in the 
Office Action dated May 29, 2008. Claims 1, 4, 6-7 and 9-10 are amended herein 
to more particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter that Applicants 
regard as their invention. No new matter is believed to be added by the present 
amendments. 

Patentability of Claims 1-7 and 9-10 under 35 U.S.C. 61 03(a) over Kaqanas et 
al- (U.S. Patent No, 6.425,018). Cho et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7.324.974) and 
Truonq et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,173,057) 

Applicants submit that for at least the reasons discussed below, the present 
amended claims are patentably distinguishable over the cited combination of 
references. 



Amended independent claim 1 recites: 

"identifying a selected audio data file in response to a user 

input; 

identifying a decoder file associated with the selected audio 
data file, the decoder file comprising a decoding program to control a 
decoding function of a digital signal processor; 

transferring the selected audio data file and the associated 
decoder file to the digital signal processor, wherein the selected 
audio data file and the associated decoder file are both stored in a 
single removable data storage device coupled to the handheld audio 
playback device; 

using a security code associated with the handheld audio 
playback device to generate a decryption program ; 

decrypting the associated decoder file using the decryption 
program ; 

decrypting the selected audio data file using the decryption 
program " (emphasis added) 

As indicated above, amended independent claim 1 defines a method for 
playing back an audio data file in which a security code associated with a handheld 
audio payback device is used to generate a decryption program. The decryption 
program is then used to decrypt a selected audio, data file and a decoder file 
associated with the selected audio data file. In this manner, amended 

-6- 



PA6E 2/4 * RCVDAT 8/7/2008 10:00:14 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-5/1 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:609 734 6888 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-06 



AUG 07 2008 10:00 FR THOMSON LICENSING 609 734 6888 TO 815712738300 P . 07/08 

CUSTOMER NO.; 24498 
Attorney Docket No. RCA 89,520 
Office Action dated: 06/29/08 

independent claim 1 defines an advantageous combination in which a security 
code associated with a handheld audio playback device is used to ge nerate a 
decryption program that is then used to decrypt both a selected audio data file and 
a decoder file associated with the selected audio data file . Independent claims 4, 
6 and 10 are amended herein to define similar subject matter to independent claim 
1. Support for the subject matter of amendments may be found, for example, on 
page 7, lines 20-25 of Applicants' specification. 

None of the cited references, whether taken individually or in combination, 
discloses or suggests, inter a//a, the aforementioned subject matter of independent 
claims 1, 4, 6 and 10. While at least two of the cited references, namely Cho and 
Truong, discuss concepts related to decryption, neither of them teaches or 
suggests, inter alia, the desirability of using a security code associated with a 
handheld audio playback device to generate a decryption program that is then 
used to decrypt both a selected audio data file and a decoder file associated with 
the selected audio data file, as claimed . 

Accordingly, Applicants submit that even if it is proper to combine the cited 
references in the manner proposed in the Office Action dated May 29, 2008, the 
proposed combination of references still fails to disclose or suggest each and 
every limitation of the present claims. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit 
that independent claims 1, 4, 6 and 10, and the claims that depend therefrom, are 
patentably distinguishable over the proposed combination of references, and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

Having fully addressed the Examiner's rejections it is believed that, in view 
of the preceding amendments and remarks/arguments, this application stands in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly then, reconsideration and allowance are 
respectfully solicited. If, however, the Examiner is of the opinion that such action 
cannot be taken, the Examiner is invited to contact the Applicants' attorney at 
(609) 734-6815, so that a mutually convenient date and time for a telephonic 
interview may be scheduled. 



Respectfully submitted, 
SIN HUI CHEAH ETAL 




Paul P. Kiel 



Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 40,677 



THOMSON Licensing LLC 
Patent Operations 
P.O. Box 5312 
Princeton, NJ 08543-5312 



Date: gMj^ 
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